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The mission of Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Diego County is to provide children facing adversity with strong and enduring, professionally supported one-to-one relationships that change their lives for the better.
The vision is for all children to achieve success in life. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is held accountable by partnering with parents/guardians, volunteers and others in the community. We are accountable for each child in our program achieving:

• Higher aspirations, greater confidence, and better relationships

• Avoidance of risky behaviors

• Educational success

Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Diego County has been providing trusted mentors to San Diego’s children since 1961.
Purpose

Youth development experts agree that, in addition to their parents, children need additional supportive, caring adults in their lives. Big Brothers Big Sisters works closely with parents to match every child with the right Big Brother or Big Sister. Each potential Big is assessed, trained, and supported to help ensure that the relationship will be safe and rewarding for everyone involved.

Impact
Independent research shows Big Brothers Big Sisters has a measurable, positive impact in children’s lives. In a nationwide study, Little Brothers and Little Sisters were:
· 46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs

· 27% less likely to begin using alcohol

· 52% less likely to skip school

· 37% less likely to skip class

· More confident in their academic performance and able to get along better with their families.


Programs
We serve children ages 7-18, through the following programs and models:
Community-Based Mentoring: The traditional program where children are matched to Big Brother or Big Sister volunteers in their community, and get together 2-4 times a month, for 2-4 hours, for activities based on mutual interests. 

Amachi: Amachi is a unique partnership of secular and faith-based organizations working together with Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Diego County and public agencies (particularly justice institutions) to identify children of prisoners and match them with caring adults.   

Sports Bigs: A program where volunteers meet with a child twice a month to play sports or attend sporting events. We provide free or low cost tickets to sporting events.  Matches also attend ongoing agency sponsored sports & health/nutrition clinics. This program is aimed at promoting a healthy lifestyle for children and creating a common ground for mentoring to take place.

Hermandad:  Hermandad, which means brotherhood/sisterhood in Spanish, is our Hispanic Mentoring Model. It focuses on the recruitment and placement of Latino Bigs in one-to-one relationships with Latino Littles.  
Bigs in Schools: A program where an adult volunteer is matched with an elementary school student; meeting at the child’s school for one hour, once a week, during the school year. 

Operation Bigs: The first program of its kind in the nation.  Operation Bigs is designed to serve children of deployed military families by providing one-to-one mentoring in after-school programs throughout San Diego County.
High School Bigs: A program where high school students are matched in one-to-one mentoring relationships with students from select elementary schools.
National Organization

· There are approximately 400 affiliates across all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and Guam. Each affiliate is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with its own staff, budget and board of directors. 

· Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, the national organization, sets and measures program standards, assists in fundraising and volunteer recruitment, and provides grant funding to our affiliates. 

Ratings
· Charity Navigator, 4-star (highest) rating for organizational efficiency 

· Better Business Bureau, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America meets all of its standards for Charity Accountability 

· Independent Charities Seal of Excellence 
History in Brief
Big Brothers Big Sisters of America’s roots date to 1904, when Ernest Coulter, a New York City court clerk, established Big Brothers to match caring adults with young people who were getting into trouble. At the same time, members of Ladies of Charity were befriending girls who had come through the New York Children’s Court. That group would later become Catholic Big Sisters, and subsequently, Big Sisters International. These groups worked independently until 1977, when Big Brothers Association and Big Sisters International joined forces and became Big Brothers Big Sisters of America. Big Brothers Big Sisters International was founded in 1998, and now serves children in 12 countries.

Fifty years ago in the elevator of the U.S. Grant Hotel, San Diego Union writer Frank Rhodes asked Mr. Jack Levin about the meaning behind his lapel pin. Hours later, the men were still discussing the Big Brothers of Los Angeles agencies and their mission to mentor young men facing adversity. Realizing no such agency existed locally in San Diego, they became inspired to bring the Big Brothers concept to San Diego. Levin quickly asked his business partner, Ben Townes, to get involved, paving the way for the one-to-one mentoring model still serving the county. 
Since that auspicious meeting, Big Brothers Big Sisters has served more than 20,000 children, providing them with caring mentors and, in many cases, changing their lives.
Name: Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Diego County 
(Please note that there is no punctuation between Big Brothers and Big Sisters)
President/CEO: Paul Palmer
Local Address: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Diego County
8515 Arjons Drive, Suite A
San Diego, CA 92126 
Phone/Fax:
(858) 536-4900
(858) 536-8255
Websites:
www.SDBigs.org
www.BBBSConnect.org 
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